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S1. (SBU) Post is engaged in informal information sharing with 
Tajik Government law enforcement and security service entities. 
However, the limited biometric and biographic information in 
Tajik travel documents, as well as their elementary and 
improperly used immigration and security databases, make the 
systematic collection of terrorist-related data unreliable 
(reftel). 


42. (SBU) Immigration Databases: Despite a recent USG-funded 
IOM project to supply computers to several main Tajik points of 
entry (including Dushanbe International Airport), many Tajik 
border and immigration officials do not use the automated 
system, sticking to paper logs and longhand databases. Limited 
training, power brownouts (particularly on the Uzbek and Afghan 
border), and reluctance to use the new equipment all contribute 
to partial and improper use of the computer databases that are 
available. The databases are not connected to each other or to 
a central server. 


93. (SBU) Watchlist and Information Sharing: The computer 
database uses a very general name-based Watchlist, consisting 
only of information from the immigration department of the 
Ministry of Interior. Even Tajik officials admit the Watchlist 
is incomplete and rarely updated. Since the system is seldom 
used to screen for names, there is no evidence to demonstrate 
that even a properly documented name hit will be found and 
matched to a person crossing the border. Though the Ministry of 
Interior (other than the immigration and registration 
department) and Ministry of Security keep additional databases, 
we understand this information is not shared directly with the 
border authorities as part of a general Watchlist system. 
Specific lookouts are disseminated by longhand note and word of 
mouth, or by dispatching special officers to a border point for 
a specific operation. Tajik authorities cooperate with their 
neighbors (Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, China, and Kyrgyzstan) ona 
case-by-case basis but do not routinely share their databases or 
Watchlists. 


4. (SBU) Biometrics: The Tajik passport, machine readable but 
of very poor quality, does not contain additional biometric 
features. The passport readers currently at place in Dushanbe 
Airport and at several border posts do not have the ability to 
machine read Tajik passports - only better quality international 
machine readable passports. 


15. (C) Identifying Appropriate Partners: Due to the above 


information, Tajikistan would make a very poor data sharing 
partner. Though the Tajik border authorities want to upgrade 
their Watchlist capabilities, internal and external systematic 
data sharing, and passport quality, scant resources prevent this 
from happening. The OSCE is currently considering a border 
security assistance project for Tajikistan which might include 
working with the Tajik Government to improve immigration data 
collection and sharing. 
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